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FOR THE PHILADELPHIA MINERVA. 





Mefirs. Woopvaurr and Pecurn, 
Examining a bundle of papers the other day, 1 found 
the following “ Refizfioz: on the Miflakes of Phy- 
" fiognomifis 7” and as they have never appeared 
ia print, beg you will give thim a place in your 
paper. Your's, 
CYPARISSZE, 
THOSE that pretend to determine the real difpe- 
fition of a mortal by the lines of his face, are metft 
egregioully miftaken.—* O, cried Mrs. K ; what 
a fweet face has this ftranger ! I never faw the gen- 
tleman before, but certain | am he muft be the moft 
amiable of men—what a fmiling countenance— 
how graceful his carriage—how charming his con- 
verfation—how mufical his veice? In fhort, 1 am 
fo prejadiced in his favour, that, was I not already 
wedded, te no manon earth would I fooner give 
my hand and heart than to the lovely Mr. Myrti- 
linus. Oh! the fweet creature, he is perfection it- 
felf. Alas, how cruel has been my deftiny to chain 
me for life to one that appears fo odious in my fight, 
fince I beheld this Grandifon—this Adonis—this 
uonpareil of the human race—Oh, how wretched 
is my condition !” Stop my dear madam, arreft 
yor wand’ring thoughes, let reafon take place, and 
thank your aufpicious ftars for ordering things o- 
therwife.— What tho’ the face of your partner may 
be more unfeemly to you, is not his manners gen- 
tle? does he not perfectly doat on you, his dearly 
beloved? are you not his /nxx»mum bonum ?—his 
darling, his every thing below? Now anfwer thefe 
queftions fincerely, and PH impart what you little 
dream of, or expeé& to hear of your Phoenix—hefi- 
tate not, but anfwer me quickly—I have heard 
ftrange things of this paragon, this fortane prowler, 
but will not out with it till you anfwer my quef- 
tions. ‘* Blefs me, what have you to fay, pray tell 
me quickly, for i am on the rack to hear it—there- 
fore your queftions I muft anfwer. 1 am in truth 
blefled with the beft of hufbands, and notwithftand- 
ing his afpect is furly and indicates as furly a tem- 
per, "tis not a true index to his mind. Ohno, he is 
goodnefs in perfedtion.” Very fine, madam—well, 
after this candid confeffion, I'll let the cat out of 
the bag, and difcover all to you—You muft know, 
a few evenings fince I accidentally happened to be 
in company with this highly accomplifhed favorite 
of yours, at the houfe of our friend Mr. S$ . The 
young ladies you know are exceeding fond of plays 
and preity catches learned there, efpecially Mifs 
Maria, when in fhe bolts fuddenly, finging one of 
her favorite airs; her voice was harmonious, and 
fo perfe&tly in unifon with the tuneful foul of the 
gentleman, as to fet him warbling tog, and after 
clearing his windpipe with.two or three hems, his 
murfical throat got infull play; when oh, how he 
quavered and thook out his melodious notes—never, 
never did I fpend fo agreeable an evening in my 
life. Tlamented the hour of departure was arri- 
ved—the odious watchman with his fteptorian 
lungs, (plague take him), roar’d out “ Paft twelve 
o'clock,” when the gentlemauwyvery politely bid us 
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good night, promifing {tho’ by the bye withott in- | 
vitation) to vifit us again. Curiofity excited me 
next morning to enqttire what. veffel brought him 
here? the thip Hope, anfwered my informant—O, 
quite apropos; then I fhall quickly know all about 
it, for my brother commands that fhip—to my bro- 
ther I hafted, and requefted him to inform me the 
real character of his paflenger: ‘*‘ We imagine him, 
brother, from his high accomplifliments, to be fome 
Lord or gentleman of fortune.” Ha, ha, ha, laugh- 
ed my brother moft heartily—‘ Has the gentleman 
charmed you with his mufical pipe already, my 
dear Jenny? beware of this wolf in fheep’s cloath- 
ing, ferhe isno other than a gentleman’s fervant, 1 
affure you, and all his high accomplifhments have 
been acquired thro’ clofe obfervation and imitation 
of his mafter’s manners among his fellow fervants 
in the kitchen below ftairs..”. Thus much for the 
highly accomplifhed Mr. Myrtilus the fortune-hun- 
ter—now what think you of your credulity, ma- 
dam? Oh,! am afhamed and confounded at my 
ftupidity ; for mercy’s fake fay no more of the vil- 
lain, and never, never will 1 give my company a- 
gain to any ftranger that does not come well recom- 
mended. Now, ye lovely fair daughters of Colum- 
bia, let this warn you to be circumfpect in your 
choice of company, or peradventure you may give 
your hand to fume highwayman, fcape-gallows, or 
jockeying fortune-hunter, and be wretched all your 
days after! We have had melancholy inftances e- 
nough of this already fufficient to induce you to put 
on your fhield of defence. 

Forty years fince, Tom Bell, an Americanrogue, 
educated at the college of Cambridge, in New- 
England, cut his capers thro’ America, and fafcina- 
ted all the fair fex with his beauteous perfon and ir- 
refiftible addrefs, till at length he was detected, put 
in prifon, efcaped thro’ bribery, and went to the ifl- 
and of Barbadoes, where he had the addrefS to pais 
himfelf for the fen of Governor Burnet, of New- 
England. Entertainments in abundance were made 
in Bridge-town to honotir young Mr. Burnet, and 
the ladies vied with each other which thould moft 
attract his regard. At length he vifited Speight’s 
town, Where he was honored in like manner by all 
ranks. A rich Jew, not willing to be out-done by 
Chriftians in aéts of civility to fo exalted a perfon- 
age, made a grand entertainment for Mr. Burnet at 
his own houfe, where all the beau monde were invi- 
ted—a more brilliant company never affemoled in 
that town before. The dance commenced with a 
minuet—Mr. Burnet and the lovely MifS Sylvia o- 
pened the ball, and were followed by others in or- 
der; gay converfation enlivened the room. Mr, 
Burnet was all in all; his pleafing addrefs and en- 
gaging manners fafcinated every young female 
heart, and even the eld ladies who hed loft their 
attractive charms, gazed with envious delight on 
the allurements of the blooming maidens—at length 
a mefflenger announced, “Sir, the feftive board in- 
vites you to partake of its entertainment.” All 
now move off in majeftic order, and feat themfelves 
agreeably to fancy, and jdy fparkled in every coun- 
tenance; but, twas of fhort duration—poor Mr. 





Burnet is feized with a fainty fit, and all mirth at 


























an end! Ocries the jew, help me gentlemen tocon 
duct Mr. Burnet to repofe himfelf in iy bed-cham- 
ber—the requeft was complied with, and all retired 
again except old Shylock, feated near to affift ia 
cafe of need; at length Mr. Burnet recovering a 
little entreated his hoft to retire too, in order that 
he might doze a little-—this was complied with ia- 
ftantly, and ftrict orders given the fervants not to 
go up ftairs to difturb the gentleman on any act- 
count at their peril. . 

All quite the thing for Mr. Buract—the doors be- 
ing clofe fhut, and no creature to interrupt him, 
up he fprings, and with the inftruments always a- 
bout him, the locks of the Jew’s drawers were o- 
pened, and ten thoufand pounds taken otit in a trice, 
the drawers locked again, the money fecreted in 
his pockets, and Mr. Burnet repefing again with a 
heart well compofed ; quickly after he rings the 
bell, when up runs the Jew to enquire how Mr. 
Burnet found himfelf? O perfedtly recovered and 
recruited again my dear Sir, and fit to re-join the 
company ; fodown goes old Shylock and Mr. Bur- 
net, and vivacity again fparkled in every young fe- 
male’s face. Twoo’clock now advanced—all re- 
pair to their homes, and bid the generous landlord 
good night. Next day haying a call for a finall 
fum of money, Shylock on opening his drawers and 
finding no money there, roared out with the luags of 
a ftentorian, “‘ Wife, wife, what have you done 
with my money ?” Lord blefs me I have mone of 
your money ! “ Servants, fervants, where is my mo- 
ney? you have robbed me!” Indced, Sir, we have 
not robbed you, uor ever been in your bed-room 
before. ‘“‘ Lord, Lord, whe could have taken my 
money except.thet Wolf in theep’s fkiv, that villain 
Burnet ?”—O bald, my dear love, whifper not a 
word about this lof, for he is fuck a favorite with 
the people, that fhould they hear of your fufpicions, 
the houfe will be pulled down on our heads. ‘“O, 
(roared out the unfortunate Ifraelite) ten thoes 
pounds is too much for one entertainment, but bet- 
ter put up with that lofs than worfe, and probably 
be knocked on the head too; fo away with it all.” 
Soon after this fuccefSful manceuvre, he paid his ad- 
dreffes to a young lady of the firft family and for- 
tune in the ifland, and was within an ace of being 
married to her, when fortunately the captain of a 
fhip recognizing the villain, difcovered it to the pa- 
rents and prevented the wretched union. Burnet 


receiving a rebuff on his next vifit, and finding his, 


villainy detécted, abfcondéd, no one Knew where, 
and was never heard of more. Beware of artful 
ftrangers, ye fair daughters of Celumbia, or you 
may give your hands in wedlock to fome highway 
robber, {trolling player or gentlermman’s fervant, and 
be wretched all your lives after. Several fad in- 
ftances Of this fort have already happened in thia 
city, and feveral hair-breadth efcapes fufficient to 
make you circum{pée& and wary in your choice of 
company—never let it be faid you are deficient in 
penetfation—-For my parti am fure you are not.— 
{am your friend, AN AMERICAN. 
N. B. Pray don’t think this ftory a fabrication ; 
no, "tis a truth, and I can tell you another truth to 
put you op your guard, A fellow by the name of 
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Hudion found his way to this city about thirty years 
ago, and cut a figure here—he could fing delight- 
fully and talk engagingly—and did fo to fuch pur- 
pofe as to gain the heart of a handiome young iady, 
and the confent of her mother, it was believed, te 
take her in wedlock, and aGually ran-off with her 
for that purpofe, but providentialiy, at the very cri- 
fis when the ceremmouy was performing, the father 
entered and forbid the bonds—took his daughter 
home, and the rafcal was never feen again in the 
city, but itfoon came out that he had been a waiter 
at the Drury Lane theatre, and afterwards a gen- 
tleman’s fervant—this happened in the acighbour- 
hood of the writer of this anecdote, who knew Hud- 


fon’s perion. 
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ROSCIUS 
THE Stage, under properly digefled modifica- 
lions, is the concentration of elegant inttruction, 
and the moft dignified and refined amufement.. The 
noxious feculence of dramatic pieces fhouid be pru- 
ned away with fdulous care, that virtue may be 
imprefled with fuitable tints, and exhibit the moft 
captivating form. Nor is the unfullied chaitity of 
compofition the only requifite for the diffufion of ra- 
tional initruction and pleafure. ” All affectation, 
bombaft, and unnatural grimace, fhould give way 
to the alloring charms of fimplicity, and perfpicuity 
of elocution. Unlefs native dignity and unfophifé 
ticated energy in action is enforced, in licu of whi- 
ning cant, and ‘‘/plitting of paffions,” in vain do 
we frequent the theatre with fond anticipations of 
improvement. The ftage eftablifhed on an errone- 
ous bafis, introduces notonly degradation of man- 
ners, but falfe tafte and furreptitious mimickry a- 
mongit every denomination of public fpeakers. 
Every amateur of theatrical reprefentations mutt 
lamem the prefent languifhing enervated ftate of the 
ftage in Phiiadelphia, . The New Theatre has of 
late depreciated ina regular progreflion. The pre- 
fent campaign is dragged heavily along, involved in 
clouds of ranting dulne{s. 
The flage has been reprefented from time im- 
memorial as a delectable fource of amufement ;— 
even the moft violent oppofers have acknowledged 


No. I. 





its power of charming. Unlefs timely preven- 


tion intervenes, the enemies of the ftage in this 
place will gain a complete triumph; for a mere 


“ifpiay of fcenery cannot long attract the attention | 


enlightened audience, 

Thofe who may incline to pronounce me inimi- 
cal to the new company, are premature in their 
judgment. I heartily with them ajl merited fuc- 
cefs, and I think the juft notoriety of my obferva- 
tions will be readily acknowledged. I have loag 
fuppreffed fimilar reficctions, expecting a change ; 
but a mortifying difappointment naturally produces 
thefe animadverfions. 

In defcanting on the merits of the feveral per- 
formers, thould I affume a tone of indifcriminate 
condemnation, 1 fhould certainly merit fevere re- 
prehenfion. Mr. Harwoon is excellent in his line 
of acting, and poflefes a great degree of originality, 
which is manifeftly a rara avis in this country—He 
defervedly engrofles a great thare of public favour. 
Mr. Moreton in the fock is excellent ; pity it is 
he thould attempt the bu/kin-fireet; @s he is but a 
faint copy of the elegant and much regretted Fer- 
wet. Mr. Bates is entertaining, efpecially to the 
Gops; but his inceflant buffoonery will eventually 
difguft a difcerning audience, how, vociferons foever 
partial plaudits may be heard. Mrs, WHITLOCK 
is ftill the female conftellation. 1 would take the 
liberty of ferionfly advifing the managers to reple- 
The recent lofs of -performers 
as feverely felt. 


. 





CURIOUS EXTRACTS 
FROM EMINENT AUTHORS, RELATIVE TO 
LAWS AND LAWYERS. 

‘* WHEN Demofihenes was engaged inthe defence 
of a certain citizen of Athens, who was brought to 
trial upon a charge ofa capital nature, neither the 
importance of the caufe, nor the elequence of-the 
pleader, could fix the attention of the judges, who 
were fitting og the trial. The orator, obferving 
this levity, on a fudden ftopped fhort in the midft 
of his harrangue; and, addre‘ling himfeif to the 
Court—** Liften to me,” he cried, ye venerable 
judges, for a few moments, and I will tell you a 
merry tale. 

*“‘A certain young man, having occafion to take 
a journey from this city of our’s to Megara, hired 
an afs for the job; but being extremely incommo- 
ded on the way by a fcorching fun, which fmote 
him with intolerable heat at noon, he difmounted 
from his beaft, and made free to take poft under 
the fhade of his carcafe. On this, the afs-owner, 
Who accompanied him, remonftrated with great 
vehemence, contending that his afs was let for the 
journey fimply and percifely, and that the fervice 
now required of him was extra-conditional and il- 
legal. The traveller with equal vehemence 
maintained, that he was warranted.in the nfe be 
made of him; and that, having hired the af and 
fubftance, he was entitled to the benefit of his fha- 
dow into the bargain. The. qucftion was open to 
controverfy, and the pote went to trial upon the 
cafe.” 

“© Here Demaiiaens ceafed; and, taking up 
his brief, prepared to leave the court. The judg- 
es feeing this, called out to him to return and go on 
with his pleading. 

*« For fhame, ye men of Athens !” cried the in- 
dignant orator ;‘* ye can lend your ears to the ftory 
of an afs, but will not beftow your attention ona 
trial that involved the life or death of a fellow ci- 
tizen !” CUMBERLAND. 





A FINE and flender net the fpider weaves, 

Which little and light animals receives ; 

And if the catch a common bee or fly, 

They with a piteous groan and murder die ; 

But if a wafp or hornet the entrap, 

They tear her cords, like Sampfon, and efcape: 

Ss, like a fly, the poor offender dies ; 

But, like the wafp, the rich efcapes and flies. 
Sik Jonn Denwam. 





Laws are generally found to be nets of fiich a 
textue, asthe little creep through, the great break 
through, and the middle-fized are alone entangled 
in. SHENSTONE. 





¥ HAVE known fome attornies of reputable fa- 
milies, and whofe original difpofitions feemed to 
have been open and humane: yet, canI fcarce re- 
colled& one, in whom the gentleman, the chriftian, 
and even the man, was not fwallowed up in the 
lawyer. They are not only the greateft tyrants, 
but the greateft pedants of all mankind. 


SHAKESTONE. 


IMPROMTU 
On feeing a Lady fomewhat difcompofed at 
having a blood-fhot eye. 
THEN lez it be faid ‘ 
Thine eye is all red, 
Nor therefore dear Harriet be moody, 
Since fo many die 
By the ftroke of that eye, 
No wonder the weapon is bloody. 


o> 
*¢ THE real merit of a man fhould be eftimated 
by his virtue, not by his fortune.’* - 
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A TRUE PICTURK OF HUMAN LIFE. 


BEHOLD that fcene, yon tumbling main, 
On whofe fmooth brow foft breezes fleep ; 
No breath difturbs the azere plain, - 

Or moves the furface of the deep. ‘ 


Fond o’er the tide the veffels run, 

Nor fear the rocks, nor dread the wind ; 
Unfold their canvas to the fun, 
Kegardlefs of the wind behind. 


But hark, from yonder burfting clouds, 
The tempeft breaks, loud thunders roar, 
Which fplit the mafts, tear off the fhrouds,; 
And dafh them headlong on the fhore. 


By flattering gales too foon betray’d, 
To leave their port and tempt the wave, 
Thofe billows where they lately play’d, 
Become, alas, too foon their grave,, 


In this fad fcene thyfelf bekold, 

Nor does thy blifs the image wrong, 
The rocks that dath our hopes, as bold, 
The ftorms that vex our life as ftrong. 


Op’ning by fortunes fmiles to day, 
Our fame looks fair, our honours bloom, 
To-morrow, with’ring, all decay, 
Shadow’'d by envy, or a tomb. 
Phila. Feb. 11. A. 


ee -- 
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Mefirs. PrinTerRs, 


I take the liberty of fending you a fhort ftring of 
EXCENTRICAL QUERIES, in hopes that fome of 
your ingenious correfpondents will give them a 
folution. Lremain with much efteem for your- 
felves and your valuable paper, 

Your moft obedient, humble 
Servant, and ¢i-devant 
Correfpondent, 
TOBY, 


IN what manner may a tine be drawn from the. 
centres ofgwo Circles without touching the circume 
ferences ? 

What is the fignification of Pot ooo0000 ? 

What is that which came into the world without 
a foul, yet lived and had a foul and died without 
a foul? 

Suppofe a man was fitting at a window, and he 
was to fall out, what would he fall againft? 

Suppofe there was a bird upon a peach ina gar- 
den, and you wanted that peach, how would you 
get it without difturbing the bird ? 

What was Pontius Pilate’s criftian name ? 


What is the fignification of 


What word of five fyllables may he fpelt with 
three letters ? 

What word is that in which all the fix vowels 
are ufed in grammatical order? 

What word is that of feven fyllables in which 
there is only one of the vowels ufed? 


SS 
ANECDOTE, 


IN the war in Flanders, when the Earl of Stair 
was commander in chief of the Britith troops, after 
a fevere battle, which lafted from the morning till 
evening, and terminated in his fovour, a. veteran 
foldier, exceflively fatigued, was refting on his 
arms, and looking very grave; Lord Stair coming 
by, afked him why he looked fo dull? “* Dull vour 
honour, lam not dull; Tam only thinking what a 
d-—d hard days work | have done for a groat.”’ 
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THE FEMALE’s COMPLAINT. 
BLEAK follow winds inceflant roar around, 
In vengeful mood exciting dread defpair ; 
Defcending fhades in mifts involve the ground, 
And furies flap their wings in midway air. 


Terrific founds appal my tortur’d foul, 

The thrieking notes of never ending woe, 

The murd’ring dagger—the envenom’d bowl 
The fcorpion-ftings of ruthlefs realms below ! 


Torn from the tender kind endearing arms, 

©f parents, brethren, friends, a fmiling train, 
Tofs’d on the direful ocean of alarms ! 
Deftroying madnefs-—agonizing pain! 

1 faw the fair, yet falfe deluding youth, 
Seducing fancy pictur’d him fincere, 

Freth blooming charms reflecting feeming truth: 
‘The fabric falls—the phantoms difappear ! 


Deceiv’d by ardent vows, my tender breaft, 
Imbib’d the draughts of fafcinating love, 
Keceiv’d the poifonous, delufive guett, 
And regifter’d my plighted vows above! 


Gain’d by defigning words of deep deceit, 

1 fell to art an unrefifting prey ; 

No pity foothes my defolated ftate, 

No verdant rofe-buds fmoothe my weary way. 


In al! the deadly bitternefs of grief, 

I figh away the flowly-moving hour, 

Nor feck in vain for refpite or relief, 

Where forrow reigns, and clouds defponding low’r, 
STELLA, 
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InsCRIBED TO Mr. J--w H---¥,OF THE CITY OF 
WASHINGTON. 


ON MARRIAGE, 
THE onptials were with holy unction fpread, 
And Hyinen’s torch illum’d the marriage bed ; 
Love gliften’d in her eyes with fparkling grace, 
And blooming rofes revell’d in her face— 
The pipe once more re-echoes thro’ the grove, 
And wakes each maid to eciftacy and love! 
The note refponiive from the vocal reed, 
Diffufes pleafure thro’ the joyful mead, 
Peace fpreads again her plumy wings on high, 
And afpirations reach the azure fky! 
The vaulted roofs reverberate the found, 
And white-rob’d peace defcends to biefs the ground ! 


MILO. 
oo 


THE NEWS PAPER. 
THIS folio of four pages, happy work! 
Which not evencritics criticife, that holds 
Anquifitive attention while I read, 
Faft bound in chains of filence, which the fair, 
Tho’ eloquent themfelves, yet fear to break, 
Whatis it but a map of bufy life, 
Its flu€tuations and its vaft cenceriis ? 
Tis pleafant thro’ the loopholes of retreat 
To peepatfuch a world—To fee the ftir 
Of the great Babel, and not feel the crowd. 





j 
Philadelphia, Feo. 13. 


A Cotrefpondent obferves, that Mr. Poor’s Young La- 
dies Academy rapidly encreafes in numbers and refpecta— 
bility—The number of pupils who attend the prefent 
winter prefent incontrovertible proof of the eminence of 
the Principal, as well as the imcreafing thirft for ufeful 4 
erudition. We fitall ere long ceafe to lament the want of 
female culture, fince the radical caufe is faft re moving— 
It is underftood there are a greater number of female can- 
didates, to be propofed for graduates at the enfuing com- 
mencement than heretofore, and that their progrefs has 
been remarkably great. 








NEW THEATRE. 

A new fpectacle was on We:nefday evening given to 
the audience, in the ballet of the ““Warator’s WELCOME 
womer,”” highly interefting to the feelings of Americans, 
and creditable to the induftry and genius ef Mr. Frawncrs. 

The perfurraers acquitted themfelves very correctly, 
and the enthufiafm of the audience at the exhibition of 
the revered and refpected words,— 


es ee ee oh, oes 
INDEPENDENCE, 
W ASHINGTQN, 
WAYNE anv tuts WESTERN ARMY, 


Exceeded, as a tributary burit of feeliffg, all we have 
witnefled in this Theatre. 

The tranfparency in the Temple of Liberty was one of 
thofe fuperior efforts of art, which mark ftrongly the band 
of the mafter. , 

HIGHWAY ROBBERY! 

A gentleman travelling through the north weftera 
counties of the State of New York, at night procured en- 
tertainment, as we learn, fomewhere in the vicinity of 
Whitettown; he comimitted to the care of his hoft, for 
the night, bis piftols, &c. &c. Early in the morning he 
profecuted his journey, and after riding a fhort time his 
horfe was feized with a lamenefs, which increafing, fi- 
nally compelled him to ftop. The fhop of a blackfinith 
being near at hand he applied to the mafter of it to ex- 
amine bis horfe, who reported his hoofs te be perfectly 
found, and contidered his lamenefs as quite myfterious ; 
however, on further examination, the horfe’s lamenefs 
was found to proceed froma wire, which had been twitt- 
ed round one of the ancles of the horfe, under the hair 
immediately above the hoof, in a degrec, fo tight, as en- 
tirely to ftop the circulation of the blood. This excited 
the curiofity of the blackfimith, ‘and induced him to en- 
quire of the traveller where he lodged the preceding 
night; and on being informed, afked whether he had mo- 
ney with him ; the reply. was in the affirmative, and toa 
confiderable amount. . 

The blackfmith was fully of opinion, that there was a 
pian laid to rob him, communicated the grounds of his 
fufpicions, and ‘ftrenuonfly intreated our traveller to re— 
turn; who fmiled at the timidity of the blackfmith, and 
affured him that he felt perfectly fafe, guarded, as he 
imagined himfelf, by a brace of well loaded piftols. The 
blackfmith, however, begged the liberty, in cafe he was 
refolved to proceed, to advife him to examine his pif- 
tols; thefe fufpicions, the travelier, at firft, treated with 
a degree of levity, but the candor which accompanicd 
this admonition, at length induced him to liften te it.— 
On opening the pans, the piftols were found plentifully 
primed, but on examining with the ramrod, the contents 
ef both were mifling. The piftols were again loaded, and 
the traveller refumed his journey; before he proceeded 
any confiderable way, he had to pafs through a long copfe 
of wood ; he had not progrefled tar into it, ere he was ac- 
cofted by a perfon, emerging from a thicket, painted in 
the height of favage ferocity, demanding his money ; the 
reply was, that he fhould have his money, only with his 
life; and further informed him, that in cafe he advanced 
he misht be affured of the contents of his piftol. The 
highwayman boatted of himfelf as impregnable, either by 
his powder or ball, and advanced within a few paces of 
the traveller, who difcharged his piftol, the contents of 
which entered the body of the villain, and he inftantly 
fell. Our veteran traveller returned to the biackfmith’s 
fhop, and rallie i fome men, who immediately repaired to 
the fcene of action, where they found the highwayman 
. fill alive; on wathing his face, he proved the identical” 
perfon, who the preceding night had acted as his hoft. He 





was conveyed to his own boufe, and when our informant 


paffed through the place three days after, he was Suit ex~ 
piring. 





From a Lundon Paper. 

One Samuel Caradife, who had been committed 
to the Houfe of Correétion in Kendal, and there cen- 
fined asa vagabond, until put on board a King’s thip 
agreeable to the late act, fent for his wife, the even- 
ing before his departure.—He was in a cell, and fhe 
fpoke to him through the iron door.—After which, 
he put his hand underneath, and fhe with a mallet 
and chiffel, concealed for the purpofe, ftruck. off a 


‘finger and thumb, to render hima unfit for his Ma- 


jefty’s fervice. - 


HALLOWELL, Jan. 23. 

On the sth inft.a very melancholy accident hap- 
pened at Pittftown As four boys of Mr. james 
Dunlap were playing on the ice, three of them feil 
in ;——-his daughter-about 18 years of age, haftened 
to their afiiftance, and in endeavouring to relieve 
her three unfortunate brothers, perifhed with them. 
The parents were abfent from home ; two furviving 
fmall children left at home, crept into a bed, and 
remained there two days during the cold feafon, 
without fuftenance. 





WORCESTER, Jan. 27. 
LONGEVITY. 

Mrs. Mary Jones; of Shrewfbury, relict of Col. 
Jones late of Hopkinton, Thurfday laft, compleated 
the 102d year of her age, on which day the rode 
a mile, to a friends houfe, dined, fpent the day and 
took an active part in converfation with a number 
of other friends ; one of which was Mrs. Cafhing, 
relict of the Kev. Job Cufhing, late of Shrewthbury, 
in the 88th year of her age. 


BERMUDA, Jan. 2. 
SPANISH WAR.: 

Thurfday arrived the Lord Hawkefbury privateers 
with a Spanifh fhip, her prize takena few days 
fince. 

We are informed that the Hawkefbury privateer, 
fell in with a fhip from Dublin, which had a paper 
on board giving an account of hoftilities having 
commenced between Great Britain and Spain and 
the nextday falling in with the Spaniard, took her. 

In confequence of this information, a Spanifh 
brig in town, has been taken poffeffion of by the 
officers of his Majefty’s fhip now here, 

DOVER, Nov. 17. 

A number of paffeugers landed this morning from 
the Two Sifters, Capt. Schoufter, from Calais. . By 
this veffel we have the unpleafant intelligence, that 
on Saturday morning laft, three Englith tranfports 
from Embden, with about 600 foreign troops on 
board amongft whom were a number of emigrants, 
ran on fhore near Calais ; about 200 are fuppofed to 
be drowned by the violence of the fea. Several emi- 
grants jumped overboard and were drowned, to ef- 
cape falling into the hands of their countrymen. 

Married, on Wednefday evening the 3d init. at 
Rarrifburg, by the Rev. NATHANIEL SNOWDEN,Mr. 
Witiram Prisstrier fecond fon of the celebra- 
ted Dr. Josepu PaiestTiey, tothe agreeable Mifs, 
Peccy Foutke, a young lady poffefled with every 
quality to render the marriage ftate happy. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 

A certain inexpreflible fomething, well known to the 
author of ** Pasqauin,” renders his verfes inadmiffible, 

We would intimate to the author of “Staicrures ov 
tHe New Tuearre,”’ that a fociety of obliging gentle- 
men, under the figuature of Roscrus, have undertaken a 
courfe of obfervations upon the fame fubjea, to be con- 
tinued in the Minerva. 

Prosus’s obferyations upon the impropriety of the 
ftate legiflarures exprefling their opinions upon the agen- 
cy of the general government may be juft. They are in- 





genious, but political difquifitions we apprehend are ra- 


| ther unintereiting to the bulk of our rcadexs. 
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Court of Apollo. 
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LLEWIN’s FATE; 


OR, THA SHADE UF BORL. 
A LECENDARY TALE.—SY MR, HARRISSON. 


"Tarice thund’ring at the mafly gate, 
Pale Llewin hears the hall refound ; 

He fees advance, in martial ftate, 
What Valour’s felf might well confound. 


App2lling blefts loud clarions blow, 
Grim ipeétres croud along the walls: 
Each fhadowy fpear points out the foe, 
Each thirfty {pear for vengeance calls. 
“ How, Llewin, may thy blood atone, 
Might for each drop a fea be fpilt; 
The virtue by thy vice undone, 
The innocence that mourns thy guilt! 


“ Accurfed be the evil hour, 
That gave thy fiend-like form to earth; 
Aad, ah! accurs’d thy hellish pow’r, 
So leng to prey on heav’aly worth, 
** *Tis paft!—To thy confufion know, 
The panders of thy horrid luit, 
Thofe bloody meffengers of woe, 
How bite, in agony, the duft. 
«< Tho’ through thy parching fyftem burn, 
The fever of unquench'd defire ; 
Ne’er thall thofe hetl hounds back return, 
To check the agonzing fire. 
“ No virgin, to thy loathed arms, 
Shall they by fraud or force convey ; 
Wo more, on fhrieking virtve’s charms, 
Shalt thou, detefted harpy, prey ! 
By thy.curs’d blade was Hocl flain, 
Thou midnight murd’rer, while he Mept, 
And thy curs’d arts could Morva gain, 
Tho’ many a tear of blood the wept. 


** Soon, with our babes, thy coward hand, 
Difinifs’d her to a tumelefs grave; 
For which, fee me, their champion ttand, 
The Shade of Hoel, once deem'd brave. 
“¢ Ah! hope not on my fair domain, 
Ufurper foul, in peace to dwell; 
Tainting thefe inoffenfive plains, 
With ev’ry guiltinefs of hell. 
“My cattle, long fair Honour’s feat, 
The heritage of »aliant men; 
Sunk to a daftard’s bafe retreat, 
A more than favage monfter’s den! 


“* Tho” heav’nly juftice oft be flow, 
And heav’nly mercy much endure ; 
WNe’er fhall the murd’rer foape it’s blow, 
For heav’nly juftice fill is fure.”’ 
Thus Liewin heard, or thought he heard ; 
And thus he faw, or feem’d to fee: 
To look, to fpeak, alike he fear’d ; 
Nor durft he flay, nor could he flee. 
Blue burns the taper’s dying flame, 
And oft th’ exhaufted fnuff it quits ; 
As ling’ ring life, the haman frame, 
Now leaves, and now revives, by fits. 
The fpear advanc’d; but, as it moy'd, 
Still fhrank the recreant coward's breath; 
And ere his brcaft it's keennefs prow’d 
W as Llewin ftiffen’d into death | 


, 
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FOR THE PHILADELPRIA MINERVA. 
ON HUMAN MISERY. 


By the Author of the preceding Effays upon Suavery, &c. 


WHEN compelled by our fenfations, or called by 
public misfortunes to the contemplation of-indivi- 
dual or national mifery, the tranfition is natural to 
the cenfideration of Human Mifery in general. 
And indeed the inftauces of individual mifery with 
which we are continually furrounded are nothing 
but the detail of that melancholy aggregate of woe 
which involves the whole race of men, and is found 
co-exiftive with the furface of the globe. 

in all ages ofthe world fo far as we know the 
misfortunes and difficulties attending life, in every 
fituation have afforded a continual fubje& of com- 
plaint, and the hiftory of mankind may with ea- 
qual juftice and truth, be denominated either a re- 
cord of forrow and mourning or violence and cru- 
elty. If indeed we take a general view, of thena- 
tions of the earth, we happily find our faculties too 
limited and our conceptions too feeble for fo vaft 
an object. Providence it feems in pity to our weak- 
nefs has only qualified us co fee and comprehend in 
fucceflion fuch extenfive and affective calamities. 
Were it otherwife, and were we by nature enabled 
to fill the mind at once with a fubjeéct of fuch mag- 
nitude, I have little doubt but the effe& would be 
productive of the moft fatal confequences. So ma- 
ny and fuch varied pictures of wretchednefs would 
at once prefent themfelves as muft foon overcome 
every heart the leait fufceptible of fympathetic 
fenfations. 

But whether we refiect on the fimple infirmities 
peculiar to infancy or thofe more complicated inina- 


tal as well as the animal fyftem, {till we may per- 
ceive even in the contracted (phere of an individn- 
al enough to make us deplore the miferies fo co-ex- 
iftant with yur being, or if we contemplate the ad- 
ditional accidental maladies to which we are fub- 
je& even ina healthy climate, and which no pru- 
dence or fagacity will enable us to guard againft, 
as well as the imbecilities of oid age and folemn 
approaches of death ve fhall find abundant reafon 
to abate our pride and increafe our humility. But 
if we take a fucceflive view of the additional load of 
woe to which a large portion of our fellow creatures 
are fubje&t from mere fituation, fome inceffantly 
feeling the relaxing heats of a virtical fun, others 
condemned to treverfe the bleak plains and gloomy 
foreits of the polar circle—here the noxious and 
debilitating powers of a burning climate render the 
inhabitants too languid and feeble for manly exer- 
tions and almoft as paflive as the vegetable fubftan- 
ces; there the unabating rigours of endlefs winter 
congeal the turgid blood, and render the man hard- 
ly more fufceptible ofany fenfations whatever than 
are the oaks of the foreft ia which he inhabits; 1 
fay when we take thefe additions into confideration 
we may fay without having recourfe to the mife- 
ries produced by tyranny and a thonfand other per- 
uicionus effects of negligence or erroneous volition, 
that pain and forrow are our portion, and even 
congenial with our prefent.exiftance. 
(To be concluded in our next.] 


—So— 
ANECDOT E, 

A CAPTAIN ofa veffel, who profeffed himfelf a 
Quaker, being infulted by one of his crew, faid, 
friend, I will not ftrike thee, nor kick thee, but, 
(holding a hand(pike over his head) I will Jet this 
billet of wood fall on thee, and \et the handfpike fall 
on his head, which knocked him in the fcuppers. 
Now fricad, if thou art content, go untothy duty, 





peradvcuture the billet falleth again. 
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turity, and arifing from a derangement of the men- | 





THE MORALIST. 
INGRATITUDE,. 
“ Freeze, freeze, thou bitter fky, 
Thou doft not bite fo gigh, 
As benefits forgot ; 
Tho’ thou the waters warp, 
Thy ftingis not fe fharp, 
As friend remember’d not,” 
Shakefpeare. 
PRIDE has always been confidered the parent of 
vice; and, if we fearch into the origin of Ingrati- 
tude, I cannot but think that it will be found te 
fpring from this polluted fource. To thofe, whofe 
fouls are naturally mean, there cannot be a great- 
er mortification than to receive a favor, and incur 
an obligation ; hence arifes falfe Pride, which they 
palliate with the name of /pirit. In order to e- 
vince, that they are not indebted to the hand that 
fuccoured them, they return all the generous cfforts 
of friendfhip with indifference and ingratitude ; 
and, fuch are the effects of this temper in human na- 
ture, that we moftly find it is much eafier to con- 
fer than receive a favor. lhope there needs little 
argument, to diffuade the reader from yielding to 
fo infamous a crime! which muft ever excite the 
abhorrence of every worthy mind: for in all the 
catalogue of human imperfe@io .s, there is not one 
of a more execrable and diabolical hae than In- 
gratitude ; nor is there any character who nicrits 
univerfal contempt more than the ungraiefid man! 
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Account of the extraordinary Death of a Flemifh 
Painter. 


PETER PEUTEMAN was a good painter of ftili 
life ; but the moft memorable circumftance rela- 
tive to this artift was the incident that occafioned 
his death. 

He was employed te paint an emblematicel 
picture of mortality, expreflive of the vanity of the 
pleafures of this world, and of the thortnefs and 
mifery of human life:ard that he might imitete 
fome parts of his fubject with the greater exaCinefs, 
he painted them in an enatomical roomy where 
feveral fkeletons were fufpended from the ceiling, 
and ikalls and bones lay {cattered about the floor, 
Here he prepared to take his defigns, and either 
from fome previous fatigue, or the intenfenefs of 
his ftudy, infenfibly fell afleep. This was on Sep- 
tember 18, 1692, when an earthquake, that hap- 
pened while he was dozing, roufed him; and the 
inftant he awoke, he perceived all the fkeletons in 
motion, and the loofe fkulls rolling about the room ! 
Being totally ignorant of the caufe, he was ttruck 
with fuch horror that he threw himfelf down ftairs, 
and tumbled out into the ftreet half dead. His 
friends took all imagineble pains to efface the im- 
preffion made on his mind by this unlucky event 3 
explaining the true caufe of the agitation of the fke- 
letons ; Neverthelefs his fpirits were affected in fo 
violent a manner, that he never recovered his 
health, but died foon after at 42 years of age. 


— <page — 
THE MAGNANIMITY OF A ROMIAN SENATOR, 


WHEN Vefpafian commanded a Senator to give 
his voice againft the intereft of his country, and 
threatened him with immediate death ifhe {poke 
on the other fide, the Roman, confcious that the at- 
tempt to ferve a people was in his power, though 
the event was ever fo uncertain, anfwered with «# 
fmils ** Did I ever tell you that I was immor- 
tai ?—My virtue is in my own difpofal, my life is 
in your’s; do you what you will, I thal! do what! 
ought: and if I fallin the fervice of my country, } 
fhall have more triumph in my death, than you ig 
all your laurels,” 
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